EXPLOITATION 


o-WAY DUTY HERE> 


Highlight your exploitation cam- 
paign with this seal and slogan, 
“It's the Crime of Your Life.” Make 
your illustration from the reprint at 
the right. No mats available. Add 
title and playdate where necessary. 


1. LOBBY DISPLAY: Blow up seal and mount on compo 
board. Cut out and insert transparencies at end of 
gun muzzle and smoke cloud. Red flasher lights are set 
behind display so that as lights go on, you get effect 
of gun firing and slogan is punched across. Copy: 
“You'll Never Solve the MURDER IN THE BIG HOUSE.” 

2. TRADEMARK: Reprint this seal in all your newspaper 
ads and theatre programs. Use it on lobby displays and 
snipe it on all poster paper. 

3. STAMPS: Print seal on gummed paper and use it to 
stamp your mail well in advance of playdate. Paste it 
at the bottom of throwaways suggested on this page. 

4. SNIPES: Blow up seal and mount on heavy cardboard 
for sniping around town on fences, empty store windows 
and telephone poles. 

5. TEASER CARDS: Get out a series of small teaser cards 
with seal printed at top of card. Copy: “You'll Never 
Solve the ‘Murder In The Big House’;” ” ... When A 
Killer Strikes In Death Row! ‘Murder In The Big House’ 
—lIt’s A Thriller!”; “Killers on the Loose Behind Prison 
Bars Means ‘Murder In The Big House’!” 


‘WHODUNIT’ LOBBY DISPLAY 


Your sign shop can do all the fixin’ of the 3-sheet that’s 
needed to make this teaser lobby display. Mount 3-sheet 
and above title treatment insert copy: “You'll never solve the 
MURDER IN THE BIG HOUSE.” Alongside vertical panel 
of four heads at left of 3-sheet, use this copy in heavy black 
arrows: 1. Was it Ruth Gordon, moll of the convicted mur- 
derer, awaiting execution in Death Row?; 2. Was it Prison 
Warden John Bevins, notorious politician?; 3. Was it Gladys 
Wayne, sob sister on the “Morning News?”; 4. Was it 
Randall, crafty City Editor of the “Morning News?”; 5. 
(With head of Bill Phillips at right side of poster) : Was it 
Mike, chauffeur for Bill Burgen, underworld king? Closing 
copy with picture title: “It’s the Crime of Your Life!” 





TABLOID 
HERALD 


Get up this tabloid 
(shown in reduced 
size at right) for 
street throwaways. 
Make herald regular 
11”x17" tabloid size. 
See circulation edi- 
tor of local paper 
about printing this 
as an “Extra.” Name 
of cooperating news- 
paper is substituted 
in masthead of tab- 
loid. Distribute by 
newsboys hawking 
“WUXTRY! WUX- 
TRY!” in streets. 


2 ‘SENSATIONAL’ DISPLAYS 


At local newspaper morgue get flash headlines of jailbreaks, 
jail riots, executions and other criminal news. Mount on 
lobby display board with this copy: “MURDER IN THE BIG 
HOUSE. MYSTERY SHROUDS KILLING OF ‘DAPPER DAN’ 
MALLOY. See it NOW!” Add scene stills from picture. 


‘EXTRA | Daily Star | FLASH 


MURDER IN THE 
BIG HOUSE 


Killer On The Loose In 
State Prison Death Row 


MYSTERY SHROUDS MURDER 
OF ‘DAPPER DAN’ MALLOY 


[IMPRINT] 





Set up a phony “electric chair” in your lobby. Any wooden, 
straight-back chair fitted with wiring will do. In back of 
chair, use display board of electric flasher lights and copy: 
“KILLER ON LOOSE IN DEATH ROW! PHANTOM MUR- 
DERER CHEATS ELECTRIC CHAIR!” Complete display with 
cutouts from 6-sheet and scene stills from picture. 


REWARD! 








‘REWARD’ CARDS 
AROUND TOWN 


Snipe these “REWARD” posters 
on telephone poles, newsstands, 
fences and empty store windows 
around town. Still shown in poster 
is still MD 14, available at your 
Vitagraph exchange. 








$10,000 worth of thrills 
and chills are yours 
when you see 


MURDER IN THE BIG HOUSE 


It’s the Crime of Your Life! 
[IMPRINT] 







WANT TO PLAY UP NEWSPAPER ANGLE? HERE’S HOW! 


Tie in your showing with the current drive 
to salvage waste paper. Institute a ““Waste 
Paper for Victory” campaign locally in co- 
operation with your newspaper. Announce 
that persons returning most back copies of 
cooperating paper for salvage will get guest 
tickets to show. Proceeds from sale of paper 
go to some service charity. Campaign theme: 
Aid national defense and at same time 
treat yourself to a grand mystery thriller! 


Conduct vote among local fourth-estaters to 
select most outstanding man or femme re- 
porter. Have winner down to theatre as 
honor guest on opening night. 


The proof reading contest is always popular. 
Reprint one of the publicity stories from this 
pressbook with many spelling mistakes, 
transpositions, misplaced lines, etc. Coop- 
erating paper runs story on want ad page. 


Lobby display plays up reporter angle. All 
stills available at your Vitagraph exchange. 


Stills and captions: 


“SOB SISTER COVERS THE 
MURDER IN THE BIG HOUSE” 


Still MD 1: Managing Editor shows Gladys 
Wayne (Faye Emerson), ‘“Morning News’ re- 
porter, the United News story on the mysterious 
death of Dapper Dan Malloy, while awaiting ex- 
ecution in the State Prison’s Death Row. 


Still MD 2: ‘Come on, Bert, we’re headed for 
the State Prison. The M. E. figures there’s some- 
thing behind Dapper Dan‘s death. It may be 
murder!’ 


Still MD 7: At the press room in the State 
Prison, Gladys discovers Bill Burgen, underworld 
king, is involved in Dapper Dan’s death. 
Still MD 15: Gladys checks on Burgen’s activi- 
ties while Bert goes to question the prison 
warden. Undercover investigation proves Dap- 
per Dan was murdered. 

Still MD 22: They follow up the case and, thru 
a trap set by Bert, the killers are exposed. 
Other fourth-estaters join in the celebration. 


SEE THIS MYSTERY THRILLER! 
IT’S THE CRIME OF YOUR LIFE! 


Novel promotion idea cooked up by Loew’s 
State Theatre (Newark, N.J.) in coopera- 
tion with theatre editor of Newark ‘Star- 
Ledger” gave patrons a chance to “be a 
reporter.” Battery of typewriters was set up 
in lobby “city room” and patrons were in- 
vited to write their reviews of current pic- 
ture. Winner was assigned to write regular 
“Star-Ledger” review of State’s next show. 
Try this one out locally. 


Reporters have to be observant. Give pa- 
trons an observation test by having them 
study a lobby display on the picture for 
ten seconds. Then ask contestants to jot 
down all the details of the display—content, 
color, etc. Tickets go to complete reports. 


Have localites cooperate with newspaper in 
submitting news tips to city editor. Prizes 
go to best news leads. 





POSTERS 





6-SHEET ; . , ; ; 4 Rental: 48c 





Special Quantity Prices 


SIX-SHEETS 
OA eS, One: Ne WATER 80c each 
BAO OS bg. Wis oswsnsiaseous 70c each 
100 and over ............ 60c each 
THREE-SHEETS 
BO Fd wares 32c¢ each 
100 ‘and over ....:....... 28c each 
ONE-SHEETS 
2 CoS ae aoa 11c¢ each 
100 and over ............ 9c each 
















8 
COLORED 
11 x 14's 

Rental: 
35c for Set 





INSERT CARD 
Rental: 12c 





7 SLIDE 
2 COLORED 22 x 28's Price: 
Rental: 20c each 15c 





PRINTED IN U.S.A 





(Warner Bros.’ Press Book) 
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with 
FAY EMERSON 
VAN JOHNSON +» GEORGE MEEKER 
Directed by B. REAVES EASON 








Original Screen Play by Raymond L. Schrock * Based Upon an Idea by Jerry Chodorov + A Warner Bros.-First National Pictures 
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Directed by B. REAVES EASON ga 
with FAYE EMERSON - VAN JOHNSON + GEORGE MEEKER ; 


Original Screen Play by Raymond L. Schrock * Based Upon an Idea by Jerry Chodorov * A Warner Bros.-First National Picture. 
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WARNER BROS, 
TRAILER © Py ee 











with FAYE EMERSON » VAN JOHNSON + GEORGE MEEKER - Directed by B. REAVES EASON 


Original Screen Play by Raymond L. Schrock « Based Upon an Idea by Jerry Chodorov » A Warner Bros.-First National Picture. 
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Directed by 
B. REAVES EASON 


with FAYE EMERSON + VAN JOHNSON+ GEORGE MEEKER 


Original Screen Play by Raymond L. Schrock * Based Upon an Idea by 
Jerry Chodorov * A Warner Bros.- First National Picture. 
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MURDER 








INTHE 
BIG HOUSE 


Directed by 
B. REAVES EASON 
with FAYE EMERSON + VAN JOHNSON - GEORGE MEEKER 


Original Screen Play by Raymond L. Schrock * Based Upon an Idea by 
Jerry Chodoroy * A Warner Bros.- First National Picture. 





v : Nerf . 
Directed by B. REAVES EASON 
with FAYE EMERSON - VAN JOHNSON+ GEORGE MEEKER 


Original Screen Play by Raymond L. Schrock « Based Upon an Idea by 
Jerry Chodoroy * A Warner Bros.- First National Picture. 
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THERE’S BEEN A MURDER IN THE BIG HOUSE, Van Johnson 
and Faye Emerson, playing the roles of reporters, are told by Joseph 
Crehan, in one of the many tense moments from Warner Bros. new 
mystery thriller, ‘‘Murder In The Big House,” now at the Strand. 


‘Murder In The Big House’ 
Thrilier Due at Strand 





A weird mystery film involv- 
ing the murder of a man who is 
doomed to execution in the elec- 
tric chair, is the unusually ex- 
citing story 
of Warner 
Bros. ‘“Mur- 
der In The 
Big House” 
which will 
open at the 
Strand The- 
atre next 
Friday. 

In the top 
roles are 
Faye Emer- 
$0. ,.0V-a n 
Johnson and 

Faye Emerson George 
Meeker. The story opens a 
few days before Dapper Dan 
Malloy, a convicted murderer, 
played by Michael Ames, is 
scheduled to die in the electric 
chair. His lawyer, played by 
Douglas Wood, has given his 
solemn promise that the gov- 
ernor would grant him a com- 
muted sentence. In fact, Dan 
would be able to hear the an- 
nouncement of the governor’s 
decision over his own earphone 
radio set, an hour before the 
supposed execution. 

Scoop Conner, portrayed by 
George Meeker, is supposed to 
cover the execution for his pa- 





Mat 102—15c 





per, but passes out in his at- 
tempt to prepare himself for the 
ordeal. In his place goes Bert 
Well, played by Van Johnson, 
who has been trying to land a 
job as a reporter. With him 
is Gladys (Faye Emerson’s 
role) an efficient feminine news- 
hound who is anxious to see 
Bert get a break. 

And he does get a break, for 
Dapper Dan is apparently kil- 
led by a stroke of lightning while 
listening to his radio, but Bert 
proves that it wasn’t an accident 
but a carefully planned murder. 

The exciting production was 
directed by B. Reaves Eason 
and the original screenplay was 
written by Raymond L. Schrock, 
from an idea by Jerry Chodorov. 





Cheating “The Chair” 


An. uncanny tale of a killer 
who lurks within the walls of a 
prison and strikes down his vic- 
tims just before they are about 
to die in the electric chair; is 
the engrossing story of Warner 
Bros. new film, “Murder In The 
Big House,” which is now play- 


- ing as the Strand Theatre. In 


the starring roles are Faye 
Emerson, Van Johnson and 
George Meeker. The production 
was directed by B. Reaves Eason. 


THE CAST 


Gladys Wayne Faye Emerson 
Bert Bell Van Johnson 
‘Scoop’ Conner..George Meeker 
Randall Frank Wilcox 
‘Dapper Dan’ 

Michael Ames 


Roland Drew 
Mrs. Gordon Ruth Ford 


Jim Ainslee 


Warden John Bevins 
William Gould 
Bill Burgen Douglas Wood 
Prison Doctor John Maxwell 
Chief Electrician....Pat McVeigh 
Dick Rich 
Fred Kelsey 
Bill Phillips 
Jack Mower 
Creighton Hale 
Henry Hall 


SYNOPSIS 


(Not for Publication) 


Dapper Dan Malloy 


(Michael Ames), convicted murderer, is 


scheduled to die in the electric chair but his lawyer promises him 
that the governor will commute his sentence. Scoop Connor 
(George Meeker) is supposed to cover the execution for his news- 
paper but is unable to, and Bert (Van Johnson), a cub reporter, goes 
in his place, accompanied by Gladys (Faye Emerson), a keen news- 
paper woman. Dan is supposedly killed by a lightning stroke while 
listening to his radio, but Bert proves that he was murdered and 


exposes the murderers. 


Running Time: 59 minutes. 


PRODUCTION 


Directed by B. REAVES EASON 
Original Screen Play by Raymond L. Schrock; Based upon an 
Idea by Jerry Choderoy; Director of Photography, Ted McCord, 
A.S.C.; Film Editor, Terry Morse; Art Director, Hugh Reticker; 
Dialogue Director, Harry Seymour; Sound by Oliver S. Garretson; 
Gowns by Milo Anderson; Makeup Artist, Perc Westmore. 





STRAND TO SHOW 
NEW MYSTERY 
FILM TODAY 


The murder of a condemned 
slayer just half an hour before 
he is scheduled to die in the elec- 
tric chair is the strange and 
startling situation presented in 
“Murder In The Big House,” 
new Warner Bros. mystery 
thriller, which opens today at 
the Strand Theatre. 

Why kill a man who is going 
to the electric chair anyway? 
Who killed that man? How was 
it done? 

Those are three of the ques- 
tions posed in this highly un- 
usual mystery picture. They are 
all answered, but not before 
there has been plenty of excite- 
ment and fast and furious ac- 
tion. 

Most of the scenes of “Mur- 
der In The Big House” are 
laid within prison walls, but 
there are many in one of the 
most realistic newspaper offices 
ever shown in a motion picture, 
for it is a couple of newspaper 
reporters and a brisk feminine 
newshawk who solve the mys- 
terious happening in the Big 
House. 

Playing these roles are Van 
Johnson, newcomer from the 
New York stage; George 
Meeker, a Hollywood veteran of 
many a fine movie performance, 
and Faye Emerson, who proved 
her right to feature ranking 
among young movie misses with 
her very first film role last year 
in “Bad Men of Missouri.” The 
picture was directed by B. 
Reaves Eason. 





Faye Emerson Stars In 
Thrilling Murder Film 


Faye Emexson, who plays-the 
dark and pretty heroine of War- 
ner Bros.’ “Murder In The Big 
House,” now at the Strand The- 
atre has so many ambitions that 
it is almost surprising that she 
was able to bundle them all 
into an acting contract and be 
content. 

She would, she confided to 
studio associates, early in her 
career, like to be a Bette Davis 
and a ballet dancer and take 
an active part in local, state 
and national politics. All of 
these enthusiasms are encom- 
passed now in her appearance 
on the screen in “Murder In The 
Big House”—an energetic drama 
of newspapers, prisons and un- 
derworld machinations. 

Miss Emerson is one of those 
attractive girls whose home 
town friends are forever telling 
her, “You ought to be in pic- 
tures.” Well, Faye is in pictures 
now and the home folks should 
be satisfied. 





Van Johnson Plays Cub 
Reporter In New Movie 


Van Johnson, whose whole 
name sounds like a surname, 
and who plays an inquisitive cub 
reporter in Warners’ “Murder In 
The Big House,” now at the 
Strand Theatre, is a young man 
who made a real name for him- 
self in almost record time on 
the New York stage, in such 
plays as “Pal Joey” and “Too 
Many Girls.” 

Van is a big fellow, boyish in 
type, and pleasant company 
either as an actor or a person. 
He is six feet, two inches tall, 
weighs 185 pounds, has reddish 
hair, freckles and a smile that 
will probably make him immedi- 
ately popular with feminine 
fans. 

Of Swedish parentage, Van 
Johnson was born in Newport, 
R. I. twenty-six years ago where 
he studied the violin, took dan- 
cing and singing lessons and 
played football. 


(Review) 


‘Murder In The Big House’ 
Has Action And Romance 


Action, murder and mystery 
kept last night’s Strand audi- 
ence in a constant state of ex- 
citement during the entire show- 
ing of “Murder In The Big 
House” at its initial presenta- 
tion. There wasn’t a let-up in 
suspense from start to finish. 

Faye Emerson, Van Johnson 
and George Meeker head the 
east of this thrilling story of a 
man who is murdered just be- 
fore he is scheduled to die in 
the electric chair. A convicted 
murderer, Dapper Dan, played 
by Michael Ames, is told by his 
lawyer to listen to the gov- 
ernor’s announcement over the 
radio, commuting his (Dan’s) 
sentence to life imprison- 
ment. Dan promises to listen, 
but if the commuted sentence is 
not forthcoming, he will do 
plenty of talking before he walks 
the last mile. 

Scoop Conner, played by 
George Meeker, is supposed to 
cover the execution for his news- 
paper, but passes out while try- 


UNUSUAL CRIME 
IN NEW FILM 


How can a condemned slayer, 
sitting alone in his cell on the 
eve of his scheduled electrocu- 
tion, be murdered without even 
the guard outside the cell-door 
being aware that anything was 
happening? 

That is the strange mystery 
posed in “Murder In The Big 
House,” the Warner Bros. thril- 
ler, now playing at the Strand 
Theatre. 

The reason why the killer is 
murdered only half an hour be- 
fore he is scheduled to start the 
tragic walk to the electric chair 
is made plain enough in the 
picture. He has threatened that 
if his sentence is not commuted, 
he will “sing” — underworld 
term for “confess”—and impli- 
cate a number of other people in 
the crime for which he was 
convicted. 

Suddenly and eerily he is 
struck down in his cell. The 
official explanation was that 
he was struck by a bolt of 
lightning that had come through 
his cell window. 

That explanation did not sat- 
isfy a cub reporter who had 
come to the prison to witness the 
scheduled execution. He _ set 
about finding out just who had 
killed the killer and how it was 
done. And, after a series of 
hair-raising adventures, he suc- 
ceeds in finding out all the 
answers. 

The cub reporter is played by 
Van Johnson, young recruit from 
the New York stage. Other 
prominent roles in the produc- 
tion are taken by Faye Emerson 
and George Meeker. The direc- 
tor was B. Reaves Eason. 





ing to brace himself for the 
task, and Bert, a cub report- 
er, portrayed by Van John- 
son, goes in his place. Gladys, 
played by Faye Emerson, a star 
newspaper woman who is anx- 
ious to see Bert make good, ac- 
companies him. 

Dan is supposedly struck by 
lightning while listening to the 
radio and the whole episode is 
about to be written off as an un- 
fortunate accident when Bert 
steps in and proves it was a 
premeditated murder. 

B. Reaves Eason directed the 
exciting film and Raymond L. 
Schrock wrote the _ scenario 
which was based on an idea 
by Jerry Chodorov. 


GEORGE MEEKER 
IN STRONG ROLE 


George Meeker has the cold 
look and heavy-lidded eyes that 
serve well for screen villainy 
when turned to the purpose but 
are useful also in giving realism 
to such a role as that of “Scoop” 
Conner, the star reporter who 
runs down the real criminals 
working behind the barred gates 
of a prison in Warner Bros.’ 
daring melodrama, “Murder In 
The Big House,” now playing 
at the Strand Theatre. 

In the film, George Meeker 
plays a character role, that of 
a newspaper’s best reporter who 
fails to get to the most exciting 
assignment he has ever had 
until Van Johnson, an ambi- 
tious cub reporter, has made 
startling discoveries of irregu- 
larities in the Big House and 
its execution chambers. He has 





a hand in the final denouement, 
however, and eventually shares. 
in the credit for uncovering one 
of the most astonishing plots 
that ever involved a public penal 
institution. 
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Faye Emerson 
and Van Johnson 


OFFICIAL BILLING 


WARNER BROS. 


40% 


Pictures, Inc. Presents 5% 


“MURDER IN THE BIG HOUSE” «--. 


with 


FAYE EMERSON — 


Directed by B. Reaves Eason 


VAN JOHNSON — 


GEORGE MEEKER 
10% 


25% 


Original Screen Play by Raymond L. Schrock 3% 


Based Upon an Idea by Jerry Chodoroy 2% 


A Warner Bros.-First National Picture 5% 





Scanned from the United Artists collection at the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Richard Koszarski. 





WISCONSIN CENTER 


FOR FILM & THEATER RESEARCH 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 


MEDIA 
HISTORY 


DIGITAL LIBRARY 





www.mediahistoryproject.org 


